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1. Introduction

This Statement of Community Involvement has been prepared to support Countryside
Properties’ submission to East Hertfordshire District Council (EHDC) of a Masterplan for
development of around 200 new homes on land north of Sawbridgeworth, East Hertfordshire.
The Masterplan is a requirement of Policy SAWB4 of the adopted East Herts District Plan
2018, which allocates the land north of Sawbridgeworth for development of around 200
homes.

Countryside Properties has undertaken a process of stakeholder engagement during the
preparation of the Masterplan. To date this programme has included:

e Meetings with EHDC officers;

e Meetings with Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) officers;

e Meetings with Sawbridgeworth Town Council (STC) and the Town Council’s Steering
Group;

e Meetings with the Hertfordshire Design Review Panel

¢ Meetings with a ‘Shaping Sawbridgeworth’ Steering Group, comprised of officers, local
residents and representatives of STC, EHDC and HCC.

Countryside has also instructed SP Broadway to enable engagement with Sawbridgeworth
residents before the Masterplan is submitted to EHDC:

e A consultation website has been created, www.landnorthofsawbridgeworth.co.uk,
containing information about the Masterplan and the design work behind its creation.
This website includes contact details for residents to provide their feedback.

e To notify Sawbridgeworth residents about the existence of the website, a letter was
posted to 677 residential and business addresses surrounding the land north of
Sawbridgeworth providing information about the website details and contact details.


http://www.landnorthofsawbridgeworth.co.uk/

2. Engagement with council officers & elected representatives, 2017- 2019

Meetings

e Meetings have been held with EHDC officers on 21 December 2017, 4 April 2018, 28
June 2018, 25 July 2018, 10 April 2019 and 20 April 2019.

e A meeting was held with HCC Highways officers on 24 January 2018.

¢ Ajoint meeting with EHDC officers and HCC Highways and Drainage officers was held
on 11 May 2018.

e A meeting was held with Sawbridgeworth Town Council on 7 February 2018.

e A meeting was held with the ‘Shaping Sawbridgeworth’ Steering Group on 17 May
2018, comprising officers, local residents, and representatives of STC, EHDC & HCC.

e Meetings have been held with the Hertfordshire Design Review Panel on 1 May 2018
and again on 4 July 2019.

e A presentation was made to Sawbridgeworth Town Council’'s Steering Group on 27
June 2019.

Project team members in attendance

Members of the project team in attendance at some or all of these meetings included:
o David DeVries — Design Director - Countryside
e Isaac Kibirige - Senior Development Manager - Countryside

e Peter Newton - Director - Barton Willmore

Discussion points

Some points discussed at these meetings included (but were not limited to):

e The sustainability of the proposed development.

e The design and functioning of the main access route.

e The importance of agreeing a set of high-level design principles.

e The need to future-proof the development to ensure it will be fit for the future.

e The need for an urban design strategy to clarify approach to architecture and gateway
buildings.



3. Engagement with Sawbridgeworth residents, July — August 2019

Consultation website

Following on from the presentation to the Sawbridgeworth Town Council Steering Group on
27 June 2019, it was decided to launch a consultation website, to provide Sawbridgeworth
residents with information about the Masterplan and to provide a means for residents to
provide their feedback.

Countryside Properties subsequently appointed communications consultants SP Broadway to
create and manage this website. The website, www.landnorthofsawbridgeworth.co.uk, was
launched on 14 July 2019 and includes background information about Countryside, about the
site presently, about the Local Plan process, and information about how the Masterplan has
been formulated.

The website has 13 pages (see Appendix 1) with the following headings:

e Welcome

o About Countryside

e The Site Today

e The Local Plan

e The Vision

e Landscape Context

e Landscape Concept
e Built Form Concept

e Overall Concept Plan
e Design Principles

e The Masterplan

e What Happens Next?
e Provide Your Feedback

Contact details are provided for SP Broadway on the ‘Provide Your Feedback’ page.


http://www.landnorthofsawbridgeworth.co.uk/

Letter to residents

Once the website was launched, a 1-page letter (see Appendix 2) advertising the website was
posted first-class on 15 July 2019 to 677 residential and business addresses surrounding the

site, within the following radius:

Man
Primary. ¢

Copies of the letter were also sent to:

o Clirs Angela Alder, Ruth Buckmaster and John Burmicz, East Hertfordshire District
Council members for Sawbridgeworth ward

e ClIr Eric Buckmaster, Sawbridgeworth division, Hertfordshire County Council

e Mr Richard Bowran, Clerk of Sawbridgeworth Town Council

e All members of the Executive on East Hertfordshire District Council

Hard copies of the website pages and feedback forms (see Appendix 3) were also posted to
the Clerk of Sawbridgeworth Town Council, to provide a means for those without a computer
to view the Masterplan and provide comments.
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Feedback from residents

As of 5 August 2019, feedback has been received from 20 respondents. Key issues raised
include:

Impact on local roads

75% of respondents (15) raised concerns that new homes at land north of
Sawbridgeworth would exacerbate existing traffic problems within the village,
particularly on the A1184 (Cambridge Road).

Strains on local public services

50% of respondents (10) raised concerns that new homes at land north of
Sawbridgeworth would exacerbate strains on local public services, particularly schools
and doctors’ surgeries. A couple of these respondents specifically mentioned the
impact on the Princess Alexandra Hospital.

Opposition to the principle of development

45% of respondents (9) expressed opposition to the principle of the land north of
Sawbridgeworth being developed for housing at all, questioning the need for this
development given the other developments coming forward in the village.

Queries about building quality / design issues

20% of respondents (4) raised questions about issues related to the quality and design
of the homes that would ultimately be built on the land north of Sawbridgeworth, raising
topics such as energy efficiency & sustainability, and what the homes will actually look
like when built.

Concern about impact on views from specific homes
15% of respondents (3) identified themselves as living adjacent to the site and

expressed specific concern about the loss of their existing views and what these views
will be replaced by.



Response to issues raised

e Impact on local roads

A detailed assessment of the land north of Sawbridgeworth, both in terms of its
accessibility and the impact of additional traffic from the proposed development, will
be included within a Transport Assessment submitted as part of any future planning
application for the site. A Travel Plan for the site will also encourage residents to travel
using sustainable modes of transport, and will ultimately be a matter for assessment
by the County Highways Authority. The Masterplan sets out the design principles that
will guide the development of the site, and these include the promotion of healthy
lifestyles through sustainable transport measures.

e Strains on local public services

The East Herts District Plan 2018 considered the combined impact of the allocated
developments in Sawbridgeworth on local infrastructure. Any future planning
application for the land north of Sawbridgeworth will include funding for necessary
improvements to local services secured though a Section 106 Agreement, to ensure
that that these local services have adequate capacity to accommodate both new and
current Sawbridgeworth residents.

e Opposition to the principle of development

The site is allocated in the newly adopted East Herts District Plan 2018 for around 200
dwellings under Policy SAWB4 (‘Land to the North of Sawbridgeworth’). The principle
of development for the site has therefore been established through this policy allocation
and the site has been removed from the Green Belt as a result.

e Queries about building quality / design issues

The Masterplan provides an overarching framework of design principles that will guide
the development of the site, including a commitment to delivering high-quality
residential development. A detailed consideration of the design of the new homes will
be undertaken as part of any future planning application for the site and be a matter
for assessment by the District Council as the local planning authority.

e Concern about impact on views from specific homes

The Masterplan includes indicative developable areas within the site, but does not set
out precisely where each individual new home will be located on the site. As set out
above, the design details for the proposals on the site will be determined as part of any
future planning application for the site, taking into account the precise location, height
and orientation of existing homes and their gardens.



4. Conclusion

Countryside Properties has initiated an appropriate process of consultation and engagement
regarding the land north of Sawbridgeworth, and this process will continue once the
Masterplan has been submitted to East Hertfordshire District Council.

Meetings with officers and members of EHDC, HCC, Sawbridgeworth Town Council and the
Hertfordshire Design Review Panel have proved very helpful in developing and refining the
Masterplan, and engagement with Sawbridgeworth residents have identified some key issues
that will need to be addressed, particularly concerns about traffic on local roads and about the
impact of the proposed development on local public services.

Once the Masterplan has been submitted, Countryside will continue to keep all stakeholders
abreast of project progress, notifying residents about any future planning application, and
updating the consultation website so that all interested parties continue to have an easy-to-
understand, always-accessible source of information about the proposals.



Appendices

Appendix 1 — Home Page of www.landnorthofsawbridgeworth.co.uk

Land North of
Sawbridgeworth

Welcome
.;:g. <

COUNTRYSIDE

Countryside Properties is bringing forward proposals for new homes and
open space on land north of Sawbridgeworth. This land is allocated for
development of around 200 homes in Policy SAWB4 of the East Herls District
About Countryside

Plan 2018.

The Site Today

The East Herts District Plan requires that a Masterplan for the site be
prepared and approved by the District Council before any planning
applications are submitted. Countryside has been working closely over the
Landscape Caontext last 18 months with Sawbridgeworth Town Council, East Herts District
Council and Hertfordshire County Council to prepare this Masterplan, which
we intend to submit in August 2019.

The Local Plan

The Vision

Landscape Cancept

Bul Form Concapt

Overall Concept Plan This website has been set up to provide Sawbridgeworth residents with
information about the Masterplan and the thinking behind it. Once the
Masterplan has been submitied to East Herls District Council, the website
The Masterplan will be updated with the latest information, including the detail of any
planning applications submitied to the council.

Design Principies

What Happens Next?

Provie Your Feedtack Click on the links to the left to find out more.



Appendix 2 — Letter sent to Sawbridgeworth residents surrounding the site

L4
COUNTRYSIDE

Flaces People Love

123461
The Ocoupier
1 April Place
SAWEBRIDGEWORTH
CM21 8D0J

‘.i?rl 1';"{!
i

15 July 20189
Drear Sir f Madam,

Re: Masterplan for mew homes on Land North of Sawbridgeworth
[Policy SAWB4, East Herts District Plan 2018)

| am writing to inform you that Countryside Properties will shortly be submitting to East Herts District
Council a Masterplan for the site known as ‘Land Morth of Sawbrndgeworth’, between Cambridge Road
and Kecksy's Famm. The site is allocated for development of arcund 200 homes in the adopted East
Herts District Plan (Folicy SAWB4).

One of the requirements set out in the Local Plan is for a Masterplan to be prepared for the site and
approved by the District Council, and any planning applications for the site would then be determined
in accordance with the guidance set by the Masterplan. Ower the last 18 months we have therefore
been working closely with Sawbridgeworth Town Council, East Herts District Council and Hertfordshire
County Council to produce the Masterplan, and we intend to submit the final version to the District
Council next month.

In the meantime, we have launched a consultation website, www landnoihof=gwhbridgeworh.co uk,
where we have uploaded the Masterplan, set out some of the thinking behind it. and provided contact
details fior you to send us your comments. Assuming the Masterplan is approved by East Herts District
Ciouncil, this website will then be updated to provide details on the planning applications that are brought
forward for the site.

| wvery much hope you will take a look at the website and let us know your views. If you are experiencing
any difficulty in viewing the website, please call Paul Maudgil of SP Broadway on 020 7152 4042. 5P
Broadway have been appointed by Countryside o assist us with community engagement on this project.
A hard copy will also be available to view at the Sawbridgeworth Town Council offices.

‘Yours faithfully,

For and on behalf of Countryside Properties (LK) Limited
Isaac Kibirige

Senior Development Manager

Housebuilding (Central)

Registered office 2z above  Registered no 6 | 4864 England and Wales
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Appendix 3 — Feedback form posted to Sawbridgeworth Town Council

Y 03 JUOMBSBPLIGMES JOULIOUPUE] MWW/ a1y

12 8|qeeAR SI UONBULIOIUI (I “610Z 1SnBnY ¢ Aqg paaisoal 8q pinod sulio] yoeqgpasy [je Ji (meielb aq pinom s/ Wod ABMpeoIqdsmaalo o] lels
10 ‘940 HIMS uopuoT ‘Aempeoig 0G ‘AeMpeolg 4s 01 JB S 0] Jf UMl o Iounos) UMo ] 8yl UM I 8ABS] U noA ‘sjep iale| & & WUo) SIY) Wimad 0] ysim noA Jf

‘noA yuel] "ajep Jaje| B Je SLLIO U} }23][02 [[IM @M pUE ‘[IoUno) UMo] YHomaBpLigmes Uyyim aaes| asea|d ‘pajajdiod asup

[ ][]

"S]USLWILLIOD INoA apiacid 0] S8INUILL M3 B 8Xe1 P

AYMAYOU 4
dS

‘Mojaq xoq syl Ul siesodold sy) inoge saey Aew noA suonssBb6ns 1o sjuswiwod |eisusb Aue apinold ases|d

SaA 1(¥2n3 asea|d) ainjny sy} ul aw PeIUO 0} Aempeolg 45 Jo ssipadoid apisfijunod 1oy Addey we |
............................................................................................. -uonesiueBio 1ey; squossp asesd os 3|
oN | sea suonesiueBlo ue Juasaidal nok oq

LU~ IR e -apoajsod

Cissalppy “(jeuondo) sawen

no2 NoA I jnisielb aq pinom pue ‘smala InoA sieioaldde Ajjeal apy Aepol uejdisisely Jno 18 Buiyjoo] Jo) noA juey |
yHomaBpLgmes Jo YUON au} 03 pue]

aa07 #|doad saoe|d

JdISAYLNNOD

£

10



